
HOMILY IDEAS 
PRISON MINISTRY AWARENESS SUNDAY 

JULY 25, 2020 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 8:28-34; 9:1 (The Gergesene Demoniacs) 

Mt. 8:28a - “When He had come to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, there met Him two 
demon-possessed men, coming out of the tombs…” 
Many of the people in prison have been under the influence of the powers of darkness their whole lives.  They are 
often school dropouts from broken and dysfunctional families, whose lives have been ones of continual abuse.  
God has a heart for these precious people in prison and He reaches out to them in amazing ways.  The 
Theotokos and other Saints have appeared to some of the toughest prisoners in order to soften their hearts and 
set them free from the bondage of this darkness. 

Mt. 8:28b – “(They were) exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way.” 
Because of the movies, we can often picture people in prison as violent animals like these demoniacs. Jesus sees 
them as they really are: “Men made in the image and likeness of God.” How many of us have said things like: 
“Those people in prison have nothing coming!” “They should lock the doors and throw away the keys!” No matter 
how far someone has fallen, they do not lose the image of God. It is through the Holy Orthodox Faith that the mud 
and mire of sin can be washed off these precious souls and they can begin to live a new life in Christ, even inside 
a darkened prison or jail cell. May we see people not as they are, but as they could become through the Holy 
Orthodox Faith. 

Tie in this quote: “Never confuse the person, formed in the image of God, with the evil that is in him: 
because evil is but a chance misfortune, an illness, a devilish reverie. But the very essence of the person 
is the image of God, and this remains in him despite every disfigurement” (St. John of Kronstadt). 

Can there be any place in our world darker than the bowels of a prison? The powers of darkness rule the 
lives of so many who live there. Yet total darkness cannot exist with even the smallest light. Orthodox Christian 
Prison Ministry has the task of bringing the Light of Christ to many men and women sitting in the darkness of a 
prison. Every Orthodox Study Bible; every Holy Icon; every prayer and study book, sent to a prisoner brings that 
precious Light of Christ to their darkened world. And that Light begins to spread in that place driving out the 
darkness with each person it touches. 

Tie in this Old Testament passage (Isaiah 42:5-8), revealing God’s heart and mission:  “Thus says God, the 
Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread forth the earth and what comes from 
it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: "I am the Lord, I have called 
you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the 
people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord!” 



We are called to bring the Light of Christ to those living in darkness and to bring the prisoners out of the “tombs” 
(the dungeon). Christ brought The Light to these precious demoniacs living in darkness and He calls all of us to 
be a part of this work. “I was in prison and you visited me!” Not all of us can go into a prison, but all of us can be 
involved with prison ministry.  We can help send prayer and study books to them; we can help send Holy Icons to 
them; we can help with the training of those who will go into the prisons or those who will write people in prison.  
Our gifts today will make us a part of the wonderful ministry of OCPM. Night is coming; let us work while we can! 

Can you imagine in your mind what these demoniacs must have felt when they were set free from the 
powers of darkness? That same joy fills the heart of every man and woman in prison who is baptized into the 
Holy Orthodox Faith or who returns to the Faith of their youth. Former altar boys have come back to the Church in 
prison! They have been set free spiritually and their lives are transformed.  One man who was baptized in a 
maximum secure prison wept through his entire baptism. 

OTHER QUOTES TO TIE IN WITH A HOMILY FOR PRISON MINISTRY AWARENESS SUNDAY 

“To judge sins is the business of one who is sinless, but who is sinless except God? Whoever thinks 
about the multitude of his own sins in his heart never wants to make the sins of others a topic of 
conversation. To judge a man who has gone astray is a sign of pride, and God resists the proud. On the 
other hand, one who every hour prepares himself to give answer for his own sins will not quickly lift up 
his head to examine the mistakes of others.”  (St. Gennadius of Constantinople, The Golden Chain, 53-55) 

Do not be angry at anyone and do not hate anyone, neither for their faith, nor for their shameful deeds... 
Do not foster hatred for the sinner, for we are all guilty... Hate his sins, and pray for him, so that you may 
be made like unto Christ, who had no dislike for sinners, but prayed for them.  (St. Isaac the Syrian, Homily 
57,90) 

If you do not find pity on a sinner who will suffer in flames, then you do not carry the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, but rather an evil spirit; and while you yet live, you must free yourself from his clutches through 
repentance.” (St. Silouan the Athonite) 

Do not lose your temper with those who sin. Do not have a passion for noticing every sin in your neighbor 
and judging it, as we usually do. Everyone will give an answer for himself before God. Especially, do not 
look with evil intention on the sins of those older than you, with whom you have no business. But correct 
your own sins, your own heart. (St. John of Kronstadt, My Life in Christ, I.6) 

If you see your neighbor in sin, don't look only at this, but also think about what he has done or does that 
is good, and infrequently trying this in general, while not partially judging, you will find that he is better 
than you.  (St. Basil the Great, Conversations, 20) 

If you see a man who has sinned and you do not pity him, the grace of God will leave you. Whoever 
curses bad people, and does not pray for them, will never come to know the grace of God.  
(St. Silouan the Athonite, Writings, VII.4, VIII.6) 

One who strictly prosecutes the misdemeanors of others will find not condescension towards his own.  
(St. John Chrysostom, On the Statutes, 3.6) 

Let there always be a preponderance of mercy with you, even though you don't feel such mercy in 
yourself, as God has for the world ... A cruel and merciless heart is never purified. A merciful man is the 
doctor of his own soul because as a strong wind from his heart, he drives out the darkness of the 
passions.”  (St. Isaac the Syrian, Homilies, 41) 


