
To all the Clergy and the Laity of the Holy Orthodox Churches in the United States:

Christ is in our midst!

The Hierarchs of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops have blessed the Sunday after the feast of St. 
Silas (the patron of prison ministry) to be Prison Ministry Awareness Sunday in all US Orthodox parishes.

In 2023, this occurs on Sunday, July 30th.
This is an incredibly important day of awareness for our ministry and we want to help you make the most of it 
by sending you the following resources in this packet:

- A Sample Homily for Prison Ministry
- Bulletin Inserts

- OCPM Fact Sheet

America’s tragically high incarceration rate (2.3 million) means that—chances are—more than one parishioner 
has been touched by a person serving time in prison. OCPM introduces prisoners to the fullness of the 
Orthodox faith. And we help Orthodox Christians who have been convicted of crimes to return to the 
Orthodox faith and find healing and reconciliation.

But we can’t do it without the support of our parishes. 

Please help us fulfill the commandment of our Lord to visit Him in prison (Matthew 25:36) by participating in 
this vital day of awareness.

After passing a tray for the ongoing work of your parish, we humbly ask that you please pass a second tray 
on Prison Ministry Awareness Sunday, July 30th, and send these generous gifts to:

Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry 
276 5th Avenue
Suite 704-3183

New York, NY 10001
If you have any questions or comments, please reach me at: npetrogeorge@theocpm.org

In Christ,

Nicholas Petrogeorge
Executive Director 

Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry  an agency of 
the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of 
the United States of America.

276 5th Avenue       Suite 704 - 3183       New York, NY, 10025  
www.theOCPM.org         info@theocpm.org         (347) 868-6957



PRISON MINISTRY AWARENESS SUNDAY

Sample Homily
July 30, 2023

Written by Toby John, MDiv, MSW
OCPM Prison Relationship Manager

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!

Today on Prison Ministry Awareness Sunday, we are called to reflect upon the Gospel of
Matthew 14:14-22. Today we see a miracle of the feeding of the five thousand. This miracle
is something that we may have been hearing since we were children, and we tend to skip
over it since we know the jist of it. But if we look closely at the details, we see a deep
connection between the feeding of the five thousand and ministering to those in prison.

In the narrative written by the Evangelist John we see Christ satisfying the needs of the
multitude. The next day the multitude who saw Christ was expecting something
miraculous again but He tells them “Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the
food which endures to everlasting life…I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall
never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.” This miracle not only shows
Christ’s divine power to satisfy physical hunger but also conveys a deeper message to our
calling to serve those in prison.

Oftentimes our attitude is similar to the disciples’ at the beginning of this narrative. We see
that there may be someone in need, maybe an elderly, sick, or homeless person, or in
today’s case, a prisoner, and we say to them, “I don’t have the time or money to help this
individual out. Let them figure it out themselves.” Or specifically, “This prisoner committed
the crime and so let them do the time. Let them get themselves out of this situation that
they created.” Christ could have allowed these people to leave. He could have allowed the
multitude to go back and get food on their own, but He didn’t because He was moved with
compassion for them. This multitude sought after Christ to listen intently to His teachings
and to be touched with His healing hand. It was for this reason our Lord commanded His
disciples, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”



Christ was fully aware that this multitude did not have any food, but rather than just
feeding them immediately, He waited for His disciples to take initiative. We see very clearly
that Christ wanted His disciples to imitate His compassion, and it is for that reason He waited
for them. Christ will perform the miracle and feed this multitude, but He uses the disciples
to carry out His will. Christ’s will is carried out through the actions of others.

Just like the disciples, we are called to be the ministers of God’s design. We are called to be
the hands and feet of our Lord, carrying out His will. Christ didn’t ask the disciples to turn
the five loaves and two fish into enough food, but rather He simply says, “Bring them here
to Me.” The disciples brought more than just the five loaves and two fish, they brought the
multitude to Christ.

Today, Christ gives us the same command, “Bring them here to Me.” We are called to
embody the same compassion that Christ had on the multitude to those in prison. Like the
disciples, our responsibility is to bring those in prison to Christ. We are called to be vessels
of His love, His mercy, and His saving grace. Our role is not to replace Christ, but to act as
His instruments, proclaiming His Gospel and inviting others into His healing presence.

In his commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, Blessed Theophylact states, "Jesus withdrew
to a desert place, to the nations who were desolate without God, and He healed the sick in
soul. Then He fed them..." When we encounter individuals in prison, they may carry
burdens of guilt, shame, and despair. They often feel disconnected from society, abandoned
and forgotten. Having witnessed and experienced the miracles of Christ, it is now our
responsibility to bring to Christ those who have not yet found Him. Similar to the disciples
who gathered the loaves and fish, we are called to gather those in prison, assuring them
that they are not alone in their struggles. Our role is to provide support, encouragement,
and compassionate understanding. However, we must always remember that we are mere
instruments, and it is Christ alone who can truly nourish their souls. As the body of Christ,
we recognize that He is the living Bread of Life. Our purpose is to guide those imprisoned
towards this eternal sustenance, reminding them that they are not forgotten, that their worth is
not defined by their mistakes, and that the love and forgiveness of Christ knows no boundaries.

Beloved in the Lord, we are presented with the opportunity to become vessels of God's
healing, His hands and feet to those who are incarcerated. It only requires a compassionate
heart, as our Lord exemplified today when He healed and fed the multitude. On this Prison
Ministry Awareness Sunday, let us recognize that, like the disciples, our role is to bring
those in prison to Christ. Together, let us be bearers of hope, instruments of healing, and
vessels of God's healing grace. Amen.
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Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry is the 
national prison ministry of the Orthodox 
Church in the US and an agency of the 
Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops.

WHO 
WE 

ARE

Orthodox Christian
PRISON MINISTRY

OUR MISSION
Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry serves those who are incarcerated and their families, and provides resources, 
training, and support to our ministry partners so that lives are transformed and God is glorified.

WHAT WE DO
RELATIONSHIP MANAGEMENT - Through our Correspondence Ministry, OCPM case managers maintain 
relationships with Orthodox and non-Orthodox prisoners over years and decades at a time.

CATECHISM & EDUCATION - We provide personalized spiritual care, Bibles, books, icons, and catechism study 
courses in the Orthodox faith. OCPM publishes our own books and icons, which have been designed for use in 
prison and are printed to meet the stringent rules of prison mailing rooms.

COACHING & COUNSELING - OCPM trains Orthodox priests and laypersons to visit and counsel those in prison, 
and we counsel families with loved ones in prison. We advocate for correctional facilities around the country to 
recognize the Orthodox faith so that priests can enter prisons and administer the Sacraments and services. 

RE-ENTRY SUPPORT - OCPM counsels those recently released from prison and trains local churches in how to 
fully welcome and support someone through his or her re-entry.

YOUR 2022 IMPACT
2,555  icons sent

51,188 Bible studies, daily readings, and spiritual 
reflections sent

7,205 personalized letters sent and received

CONTACT US
276 5th Avenue, Ste. 704-3183 
New York, NY 10001

(347) 868-6957

LEARN MORE
WWW.THEOCPM.ORG



Did you know that there are Orthodox 
Christians practicing their faith in prison?

Or that there are prisoners who are ready 
to repent of their crimes and embrace the 
Orthodox Church? 

Who will minister to them?

Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry 
(OCPM) is the national prison ministry of 
the Orthodox Church. OCPM corresponds 
with thousands of prisoners across the 
country and provides spiritual books, 
Bibles, icons, and catechism courses. 
OCPM trains Orthodox priests and 
laypeople to enter prisons and minister 
to prisoners.
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3,881
TOTAL PRISONERS MINISTERED TO

51,188 
BIBLE STUDIES, DAILY READINGS, AND 
SPIRITUAL REFLECTIONS SENT IN 2022
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“I was in prison, 
and you visited Me.”

Matthew 25:36
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